Pre-operative use of levosimendan in two patients with severe aortic stenosis and left ventricular dysfunction.
We describe two patients with severe aortic stenosis, coronary artery disease, severe left ventricular dysfunction and heart failure in which the calcium-sensitising agent, levosimendan was administered prior to aortic valve replacement and coronary artery bypass graft surgery. In both cases, drug infusion was well tolerated at the doses used, heart failure improved significantly prior to surgery and peri-operative management was relatively uncomplicated in cases that would traditionally be considered high risk. Further investigation of the use of levosimendan both for treating heart failure in the presence of severe aortic stenosis and as pre-operative therapy is warranted.